Using Gymbucks Part 4:  

“The Rewards”

by Suzanne Rielle, Co-founder, Loobalee.com
Here is a real example of how optimizing your Gymbucks can net you such significant savings that you can (or almost can) dress your kids for free.

Let’s take a look at a scenario where we are going to earn and use just on $25 Gymbuck, and examine the power of buying right, selling right….and ultimately dressing your kids for practically free!


Below is a table of common Gymboree items and prices that will be used in our example:
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Step 1:  Earning 

First, we have to earn the Gymbuck by spending $50 during the earning period.  Remember, you can use other coupons and leverage other sales to earn Gymbucks.  So, we will assume that we will use a commonly available 20% discount to earn the Gymbuck.

From the list above, here’s what we buy:
	Purchased Item
	Original Price
	~60% Off
	Addl. 20% Off


	Long Sleeved Top
	 $19.50 
	 $7.99 
	 $6.39 

	Short Sleeed Top
	 $19.50 
	 $7.99 
	 $7.99 

	Knit Shorts
	 $12.50 
	 $4.99 
	 $5.59 

	Twill Shorts
	 $22.50 
	 $8.99 
	 $8.99 

	Shirt
	 $24.50 
	 $9.99 
	 $9.99 

	Skort
	 $26.50 
	 $10.99 
	 $8.79 

	Legging
	 $12.50 
	 $5.99 
	 $4.79 

	
	
	
	

	Merchandise Totals
	 $137.50 
	 $56.93 
	 $52.53 

	
	
	Tax (7%)
	 $3.68 

	In Store Purchase Total
	 
	 
	 $56.21 

	
	
	
	

	
	
	Shipping
	 $6.95 

	On-Line Purchase Total
	 
	 
	 $63.16 


Already we have saved a significant amount of money:

* In Store purchase – Total Savings = 61% plus 1 Gymbuck
* On line purchase – Total Savings  = 54% plus 1 Gymbuck

NOTE:   Due to shipping costs, buying directly from the stores will save you money, and for small purchases it can be a substantial percentage (8.8% in our scenario).  Things to consider are: 


- Proximity of your closest stores


- Size of your store (not all stores carry complete lines)


- Availability of sale items in-store vs. on-


- Preference and convenience

If you shop at Gymboree extensively, you may want to apply for a Gymboree Visa.  All purchases save you and additional 5% -- which can help cover tax and/or shipping costs.

2.  Redeeming

Now, Let’s Redeem our Gymbuck and see the total picture of our results.

	Purchased Item
	Original Price
	~60% Off

	Tank Top
	 $16.50 
	 $6.99 

	Print Legging
	 $14.50 
	 $5.99 

	Knit Shorts
	 $12.50 
	 $4.99 

	Twill Shorts
	 $22.50 
	 $8.99 

	Shirt
	 $24.50 
	 $9.99 

	Skort
	 $26.50 
	 $13.99 

	
	
	

	Merchandise Totals
	 $117.00 
	 $50.94 

	
	
	

	Apply Gymbuck Coupon
	 
	($25.00)

	Revised Merchandise Total
	 
	 $25.94 

	 
	 
	 

	
	Tax (7%)
	 $1.82 

	In Store Purchase Total
	 
	 $27.76 

	
	
	

	
	Shipping
	 $6.95 

	On-Line Purchase Total
	 
	 $34.71 


It appears we have saved 50% on this order.  However, we can’t forget to tally in the costs to earn the Gymbuck.

3.  Tallying the Total Results

Here’s how the final savings come out.  In both the In Store scenario and the On-Line scenario, we were able to net a savings of over 60%.  

Had we been able to purchase some items that were greater than 60% off, our total savings would have also been higher.

	In Store Example
	Original Price
	Cost

	Earnings
	 $137.50 
	 $56.21 

	Redeeming
	 $117.00 
	 $27.76 

	Total
	 $254.50 
	 $83.97 

	% Saved
	 
	67%


	On-Line Example
	Original Price
	Cost

	Earning
	$137.50 
	$63.16 

	Redeeming
	$117.00 
	$34.71 

	Total
	$254.50 
	$97.87 

	% Saved
	 
	62%


4.  Now, let’s “Dress for Free”


Let’s take just one item and define a typical resale example:

· Originally, when earning Gymbucks, we purchased a dress for a retail value of $34.50.  


· Given our In Store example, and having saved a total of 67% on the dress, the final cost of the dress to us was just $11.38.


· If the dress was worn a few times and laundered carefully, it will likely re-sell in Very Good condition at about 40% of retail, or for $13.80.


Not only did we make our money fully back – we actually made money!!


Here is another likely resale example, using the same $34.50 dress:

· Given our On-Line example, and having saved a total of 61% on the dress, the final cost of the dress to us was just $14.14


· If the dress was worn well, but kept in Good condition, it will likely re-sell for about 25% of retail, or about $8.50.

In this more conservative example, we still wore a $34.50 Gymboree dress (and wore it well!) for about $5.64!

Now, that’s the power of buying right and selling right!

** Final Note  **

You will most likely not dress your children in Target, Kmart, Kohl’s, Sears, Penney’s, Walmart, or any other non-designer brand merchandise anywhere near $0.00 - $5.64!

You might find a dress on sale at or near the end of the season for $5.00, but it will have little to no resale value.
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		Starting Price		Example Items		Starting Price		~50% Off		~60% Off		More Than 60% Off

		$12.50		Knit Shorts, Solid Legging		$12.50		$6.99		$4.99		$3.99

		$14.50		Print Legging, Flip Flops		$14.50		$7.99		$5.99		$4.99

		$16.50		Tank tops, Short Sleeve Tee's		$16.50		$8.99		$6.99		$4.99				New		30		40

		$19.50		Long or Short Sleeved Top		$19.50		$9.99		$7.99		$6.99				New WOT		40		40

		$22.50		Twill Shorts, Bathing Suit		$22.50		$11.99		$8.99		$6.99				Like New		50		60

		$24.50		Shirt		$24.50		$12.99		$9.99		$7.99				Very Good		60		60

		$26.50		Skort, Bermuda Shorts		$26.50		$13.99		$10.99		$8.99				Good		70		70

		$34.50		Dress, Capri Pants		$34.50		$16.99		$13.99		$11.99

		$36.50		Trousers, Jeans		$36.50		$18.99		$14.99		$12.99

		Example

						Original		60%		Addl. 20%				Online		254.5		$96.47		62%

		Earning		Long Sleeved Top		19.5		7.99		6.39

				Short Sleeed Top		19.5		7.99		7.99

				Knit Shorts		12.5		4.99		5.59				Store		254.5		$82.57		68%

				Twill Shorts		22.5		8.99		8.99

				Shirt		24.5		9.99		9.99

				Skort		26.5		10.99		8.79				Calculating Resale				Very Good		Good

				Legging		12.5		5.99		4.79						19.5		7.41		$4.88		$2.54

						137.5				52.53						19.5		7.41		$4.88		$2.54

								Shipping		6.95						12.5		4.75		$3.13		$1.63

								Tax		3.68						22.5		8.55		$5.63		$2.93

								Online total		63.16						24.5		9.31		$6.13		$3.19

																26.5		10.07		$6.63		$3.45

								Store total		56.21						12.5		4.75		$3.13		$1.63

												In Store

																Cost to Wear		0				$17.88

		Redeeming		Tank Top		16.5		6.99

				Print Legging		14.5		5.99								Real Savings		100%				93%

				Knit Shorts		12.5		4.99

				Twill Shorts		22.5		8.99										FREE				Almost FREE!

				Shirt		24.5		9.99

				Skort		26.5		13.99

						117

								50.94

						Gymbuck		-25

								25.94

						Shipping		6.95

						Tax		$0.42

						Online total		$33.31

						Store Total		$26.36
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